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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 077140 
ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO SS-15 H-01 HA-05 L-03 
ARA-10 PA-01 SP-02 INR-10 NSCE-00 CIAE-00 INRE-00 
SSO-OO /080 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/S:JNACH:DC 

APPROVED BY AF:WB EDMONDSON 

AF/S:DKEOGH 

NEA/IAFGDKULICK 

HA/ORM:SCLOWMAN 

L/PM:CCANNADY 

HJBATWOOD 

125447 242316Z/64S 

O R 242238Z MAR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MAPUTO IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 077140 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY, LONDON:SEITZ FOR MOOSE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, IS, MZ, US 

SUBJECT: CASE OF MIRON MARCUS 

REF: A) MAPUTO 237 (NOTAL), B) TEL AVIV 2259 (NOTAL); 

C) 77 MAPUTO 1560 (NOTAL); D) TEL AVIV 3574 (NOTAL) 

THE CASE OF IMPRISONED ISRAELI PILOT MIRON MARCUS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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HAS LATELY BEEN GENERATING CONSIDERABLE CONGRESSIONAL 
INTEREST. REP. BENJAMIN GILMAN HAS BEEN PERSONALLY 
INVOLVED, AND WE HAVE ALSO RECEIVED INQUIRIES FROM STAFFERS 
FOR SENATORS KENNEDY AND JAVITS AND FOR CONGRESSMAN 
SOLARZ. WE ARE PROVIDING REP GILMAN, AT HIS REQUEST, 

WITH A WRITTEN SUMMARY OF US ACTIONS IN THE MARCUS CASE 
AS WELL AS WITH AN EXPLANATION OF OUR ASYLUM POLICY AT 
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OUR DIPLOMATIC ESTABLISHMENTS ABROAD. 

2. CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST STEMS FROM RECENT VISIT TO US 
BY ISRAELI CITIZEN SHABTAI KALMANOVITCH IN CONNECTION 
WITH INTERNATIONAL PRISONER SWAP (PRINCIPALLY INVOLVING 
SOVIET DISSIDENT ANATOLIY SHCHARANSKIY.ROBERT THOMPSON, 
NOW SERVING A SENTENCE FOR ESPIONAGE AT A FEDERAL 
PENITENTIARY IN PENNSYLVANIA, AND CHILEAN POLITICAL 
PRISONERS) 

PROPOSED BY KNESSET MEMBER SHMUEL FLATTO-SHARON (REFS 
B AND D). THERE HAS BEEN SOME PRESS PLAY ON THE SWAP, 

AND A WASHINGTON STAR STORY MENTIONED THAT"AN ISRAELI 
PILOT" IMPRISONED IN MOZAMBIQUE (BUT NOT FURTHER 
IDENTIFIED) MIGHT BE PART OF AN EXCHANGE PACKAGE. WE 
UNDERSTAND THAT THERE HAS BEEN MORE DETAILED COVERAGE 
OF THE MARCUS CASE IN THE BRITISH PRESS. 

3. WE UNDERSTAND REP. SOLARZ PLANS TO RAISE THE MARCUS 
ISSUE DURING HIS VISIT TO MAPUTO. IF APPROPRIATE, 

EMBASSY MAY WISH TO QUERY GPRM ON MARCUS' PRESENT STATUS 
CITING RECENT CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST IN THE CASE. (WE 
BRIEFED SOLARZ STAFFER MARY JANE BURT ON ALL ASPECTS OF 
MARCUS CASE, INCLUDING THE EMBASSY'S INVOLVEMENT.) 

4. WITH REGARD TO REQUEST TO EMBASSY FROM PHOENIX 
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INSURANCE COMPANY OF JOHANNESBURG FOR INFORMATION ON 
MARCUS' AIR CRASH (REF C), WE RECOMMEND THAT YOU 
REPLY BY GIVING A BROAD OUTLINE OF OUR INVOLVEMENT WITH 
MARCUS AND CAREFULLY LABEL AS "CLAIMED" OR "ALLE;ED" BY 
MARCUS WHATEVER HE MAY HAVE TOLD EMBASSY ABOUT DEATH OF 
HIS BROTHER -IN-LAW, J.J. BLOCH. SINCE MARCUS-BLOCH 
CASE HAS ALREADY RECEIVED WIDE PUBLICITY AND BASIC DETAILS 
OF CASE ARE PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE, WE SEE NO HARM IN ACKNOWLEDG- 
ING OUR CONTACT WITH MARCUS WHILE AT THE SAME TIME 
MAKING CLEAR THAT SINCE NEITHER MAN IS/WAS AN AMERICAN 
CITIZEN WE HAVE NOT ATTEMPTED TO VERIFY MARCUS' STORY 
AND HAVE HAD NO FURTHER INVOLVEMENT IN THE CASE. 

5. FOR TEL AVIV: WE ARE REPEATING RELEVANT MAPUTO 
CABLES ON THE MARCUS CASE. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 077140 
ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /011R 

66011 

APPROVED BY AF/S:JNACH:DC 
APPROVED BY AF/S:DKEOGH 

072088 190359Z/61 

P 190220Z APR 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY MBABANE PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 077140 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 077140 ACTION MAPUTO INFO TEL AVIV 
PRETORIA CAPETOWN JOHANNESBURG LONDON MAR 24. 

QUOTE: CONFIDENTIAL STATE 077140 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY, LONDON:SEITZ FOR MOOSE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, IS, MZ, US 

SUBJECT: CASE OF MIRON MARCUS 

REF: A) MAPUTO 237 (NOTAL), B) TEL AVIV 2259 (NOTAL); 

C) 77 MAPUTO 1560 (NOTAL); D) TEL AVIV 3574 (NOTAL) 

THE CASE OF IMPRISONED ISRAELI PILOT MIRON MARCUS 
HAS LATELY BEEN GENERATING CONSIDERABLE CONGRESSIONAL 
INTEREST. REP. BENJAMIN GILMAN HAS BEEN PERSONALLY 
INVOLVED, AND WE HAVE ALSO RECEIVED INQUIRIES FROM STAFFERS 
FOR SENATORS KENNEDY AND JAVITS AND FOR CONGRESSMAN 
SOLARZ. WE ARE PROVIDING REP GILMAN, AT HIS REQUEST, 

WITH A WRITTEN SUMMARY OF US ACTIONS IN THE MARCUS CASE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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AS WELL AS WITH AN EXPLANATION OF OUR ASYLUM POLICY AT 
OUR DIPLOMATIC ESTABLISHMENTS ABROAD. 

2. CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST STEMS FROM RECENT VISIT TO US 
BY ISRAELI CITIZEN SHABTAI KALMANOVITCH IN CONNECTION 
WITH INTERNATIONAL PRISONER SWAP (PRINCIPALLY INVOLVING 
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SOVIET DISSIDENT ANATOLIY SHCHARANSKIY.ROBERT THOMPSON, 
NOW SERVING A SENTENCE FOR ESPIONAGE AT A FEDERAL 
PENITENTIARY IN PENNSYLVANIA, AND CHILEAN POLITICAL 
PRISONERS) 

PROPOSED BY KNESSET MEMBER SHMUEL FLATTO-SHARON (REFS 
B AND D). THERE HAS BEEN SOME PRESS PLAY ON THE SWAP, 

AND A WASHINGTON STAR STORY MENTIONED THAT"AN ISRAELI 
PILOT" IMPRISONED IN MOZAMBIQUE (BUT NOT FURTHER 
IDENTIFIED) MIGHT BE PART OF AN EXCHANGE PACKAGE. WE 
UNDERSTAND THAT THERE HAS BEEN MORE DETAILED COVERAGE 
OF THE MARCUS CASE IN THE BRITISH PRESS. 

3. WE UNDERSTAND REP. SOLARZ PLANS TO RAISE THE MARCUS 
ISSUE DURING HIS VISIT TO MAPUTO. IF APPROPRIATE, 

EMBASSY MAY WISH TO QUERY GPRM ON MARCUS' PRESENT STATUS 
CITING RECENT CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST IN THE CASE. (WE 
BRIEFED SOLARZ STAFFER MARY JANE BURT ON ALL ASPECTS OF 
MARCUS CASE, INCLUDING THE EMBASSY'S INVOLVEMENT.) 

4. WITH REGARD TO REQUEST TO EMBASSY FROM PHOENIX 
INSURANCE COMPANY OF JOHANNESBURG FOR INFORMATION ON 
MARCUS' AIR CRASH (REF C), WE RECOMMEND THAT YOU 
REPLY BY GIVING A BROAD OUTLINE OF OUR INVOLVEMENT WITH 
MARCUS AND CAREFULLY LABEL AS "CLAIMED" OR "ALLEGED" BY 
MARCUS WHATEVER HE MAY HAVE TOLD EMBASSY ABOUT DEATH OF 
HIS BROTHER -IN-LAW, J.J. BLOCH. SINCE MARCUS-BLOCH 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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CASE HAS ALREADY RECEIVED WIDE PUBLICITY AND BASIC DETAILS 
OF CASE ARE PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE, WE SEE NO HARM IN ACKNOWLEDG- 
ING OUR CONTACT WITH MARCUS WHILE AT THE SAME TIME 
MAKING CLEAR THAT SINCE NEITHER MAN IS/WAS AN AMERICAN 
CITIZEN WE HAVE NOT ATTEMPTED TO VERIFY MARCUS' STORY 
AND HAVE HAD NO FURTHER INVOLVEMENT IN THE CASE. 

5. FOR TEL AVIV: WE ARE REPEATING RELEVANT MAPUTO 
CABLES ON THE MARCUS CASE. VANCE 

UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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